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A Message from  
  our Leadership

At the beginning of each tour of the Turner-Ingersoll Mansion, we ask our visitors how many of them 
have read Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables. It is always a minority. That’s a 

little surprising—you don’t see many guests at Louisa May Alcott’s Orchard House who haven’t read
Little Women.

Readers of Hawthorne’s bestseller once made up most of our audience. As 
early as the 1870s, before our museum even existed, people came to Salem 
seeking the house that inspired the novel. The book’s popularity has waned 
in the 21st century, but we continue to welcome more visitors every year. It is 
a testament to The Gables’ fascinating true history, and the wealth of stories 
we have to tell.

But what about Nathaniel Hawthorne? It doesn’t seem right to forget the man 
who put us on the map, and many of Hawthorne’s themes and ideas still ring 
true all these years later. If we are going to be guests’ first exposure to the 
author, we feel a responsibility to spark their curiosity, and perhaps even turn 
them into fans.

This summer we announced plans for the Hawthorne Museum at The House 
of the Seven Gables, a new exhibit and experience inside the Nathaniel 
Hawthorne Birthplace. You can read more about this exciting project on page 
4, and learn how you can help make this dream a reality!

We are pleased to report, too, that we are not alone in our efforts to bring 
Hawthorne’s work to new audiences. Over the past year, independent 
filmmaker Mike Pratt has been shooting his own adaptation of The House 
of the Seven Gables on-site. Pratt’s take manages to both be faithful to 
Hawthorne and boldly original. You can find out more on page 6.

When you put down this newsletter, perhaps you too will be inspired to dust 
off your old copy of The Scarlet Letter or The House of the Seven Gables 
and fall into one of Hawthorne’s imaginary worlds. There is still magic in 
there, waiting to be rediscovered.

Thank you,
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Fall 2026 Calendar of Events
Events subject to change. Visit 7Gables.org/events for pricing, registration, and recently announced events.

The Shadows of the Seven Gables
WEDNESDAYS – SUNDAYS in 
OCTOBER at 7 P.M.
Embrace the spookier side of The  
House of the Seven Gables with an  
after-hours candlelit journey through  
the mansion. Experience the home as  
it was described by Salem author 
Nathaniel Hawthorne in his 1851 novel 
—an old Salem mansion that is haunted 
by a family curse, mysterious deaths,  
and ghosts of its past. $50 general 
admission, $40 for Gables members.

Haunted Fables at The Gables
OCTOBER 15, 16, 18, and 19  
at 6:30 P.M.
Join Salem’s master storyteller, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, for a frightful evening of thrills 
and chills! The famous author performs 
his most frightening tales, as well as the 
terrifying works of fellow writer, Edgar 
Allan Poe. Stories include The House of  
the Seven Gables, The Cask of 
Amontillado, Annabel Lee, Young 
Goodman Brown, The Raven, and more. 
$50 general admission, $40 for Gables 
members, and $10 for children under 5.

Hawthorne’s Halloween Bash
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 at 7 P.M.
Nathaniel Hawthorne invites you to his 
Halloween Bash; an exclusive costume 
party to celebrate the spooky season. 
Dress up in your Halloween best as you 
wander the gardens of The House of the 
Seven Gables. Don’t miss your chance to 
be part of this unforgettable night!  
Tickets start at $150.

Chronicles and Crafts in the Cove
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21  
at 10:30 A.M.
Looking for a fun outing with your little 
ones? Join us for Chronicles and Crafts 
in the Cove, where we’ll dive into a great 
book and get creative with a themed craft. 
It’s a wonderful way for kids (ages 0–6) to 
explore our Kids’ space at the museum!

Movie Night with Victoria Price
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27 at 6 P.M.
Join us at The Gables for a screening of 
Twice Told Tales (1963) and a visit from 
Victoria Price, daughter of horror icon 
Vincent Price! Victoria will introduce the 
film and speak about her father’s life and 
legacy. After the screening, Victoria will 
sign copies of her book Vincent Price: 
A Daughter’s Biography, which will 
be available for purchase. $35 general 
admission, $30 for Gables members.

Whispers from the Veil:  
The Séance That Defied Science
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28  
at 5 P.M. and 6:30 P.M.
Step into the gaslit parlor of 1920s Salem 
for a séance, where the line between the 
living and the dead blurred into a national 
obsession. This immersive program 
plunges you into the dark, controversial 
world of Mina Crandon—known to the 
world as “Margery“—the most famous 
and polarizing spiritual medium of the 
Jazz Age. $35 general admission.

October October cont.
The Shadows of the Seven Gables
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 at 7 P.M.
See previous description.

Enduring Hawthorne
NOVEMBER 4–8
More information coming soon!

Member Appreciation Week
NOVEMBER 14-20
Members are so important to our 
organization. From November 14-20,  
The House of the Seven Gables is 
expressing our gratitude to our  
members with free events, special  
tours, extra benefits, and perks!

November

HAWTHORNE’S 
HALLOWEEN BASH

October 17
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By Dakota Russell, Executive Director

Announcing the
Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Museum 

Moved to The Gables’ historic campus 
in 1958, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
birthplace will become a new museum 
dedicated to the author. 
Photo by Christo Tsiaras



The House of the Seven Gables Settlement 
Association plans to celebrate Nathaniel 

Hawthorne’s legacy by transforming the author’s 
birthplace into a new interactive museum. In 
an announcement at the annual Celebrate the 
Fourth event in July, The Gables launched a $1 
million fundraising campaign for the project.

Hawthorne was born on July 4, 1804, in a 
Georgian-style house on Salem’s Union Street. 
The home was moved to The Gables’ historic 
campus in 1958 to save it from destruction. Since 
its move to The Gables, the birthplace house has 
been staged with period furnishings and open to 
visitors as a self-guided experience. 

The new museum will preserve the historic 
feel of the house, while also telling stories from 
Hawthorne’s life and reflecting on the impact of 
his work. Personal artifacts, including the desk 
on which Hawthorne wrote much of The Scarlet 
Letter, will be prominently featured. Interactive 
multimedia exhibits will enhance the experience. 
Galleries will explore Hawthorne’s deep 
connection to Salem and his enduring influence 
on later writers and artists.

The museum exhibits are being developed 
in cooperation with Boston-based firm Amaze 
Design, known for their work at the Concord 

Museum in Massachusetts and the American 
Writers Museum in Chicago. The design phase of 
the project was funded by grants from the Nancy 
Foss Heath and Richard B. Heath Educational, 
Cultural, and Environmental Foundation and the 
Massachusetts Office of Travel and Tourism, as 
well as private donations.

It is estimated that the next phase of work, 
the fabrication and installation of the exhibits, 
will cost approximately $1 million. José Nieto, 
President of the Board of Trustees, said raising 
these funds could be a challenge. “The federal 
grants we would typically seek for this project 
have become scarcer,” he said, “and there is more 
competition for the ones that remain.” Despite 
all this, Nieto believes lovers of Hawthorne and 
those who appreciate his profound impact on 
American literature will step up to help The 
Gables meet its fundraising goals.

Limited opportunities for gallery sponsorship 
and donor recognition within the Hawthorne 
Museum are available. More information on 

supporting the effort can be found at  
7Gables.org/hawthorne-museum  

or by calling Director of Development  
Pamela Feltus at (978) 306-7014.
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A proposed gallery will feature the desk where Hawthorne 
composed The Scarlet Letter and touchscreen “bookshelves” 

where guests can explore his works. Rendering by Amaze Design



6 / THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES

For the past year, I have had the distinct 
honor of supervising The House of the Seven 

Gables’ involvement in a mini-series inspired 
by Hawthorne’s famous novel. The first-ever 
adaptation filmed on location, the project sets 
the stage for a ghostly romance that honors the 
original text while integrating themes fit for a 
discerning, modern audience. 

At the helm of the series is the screenwriter, 
executive producer, and lead actor Mike Pratt. 
Before The House of the Seven Gables project, 
Mike and his crew of indie filmmakers completed 
a successful festival run for the short film Galilee, 
about a young man who finds love and danger in 
a conversion therapy program. 

We first met Mike at Steeped in History, an 
afternoon tea held in the visitor center in early 
2025. Mike attended 
with his partner Jon, 
and the pair were 
seated right next to 
Executive Director 
Dakota. With tea 
and biscuits in hand, 
they discussed the 
new screenplay 
and the possibility 
of collaborating. It 
wasn’t long before 
Dakota put Mike in 
touch with me to 
review the script and 
start planning the 
shoot. 

Though the 
story remains 
mostly true to the 
source material, a 
few changes were 

made. The most notable is the reinterpretation 
of Hawthorne’s ingenue Phoebe Pyncheon as 
Phillip, setting up a queer love story between 
the character and the mysterious photographer, 
Holgrave. Mike also chose to replace the fictional 
character of Matthew Maule with the historical 
figure Sarah Good, who was accused of witchcraft 
and killed in the 1692 Salem witch trials. 

With the help of producer Lyndsey Aguilar, 
we scheduled the filming dates for episode 1, 
entitled “Alice.” One major stipulation for the 
project was that we could not close the museum 
during filming. This meant the crew would have to 
work with tours passing by every twenty minutes, 
and they could not film inside the Turner-
Ingersoll Mansion. The Hooper-Hathaway house 
would serve as the location for all interior scenes, 

THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES

By Julia Wacker, Marketing and Communications Manager

An Adaptation for the Modern Audience
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and various areas of the colonial revival garden 
would be used for exterior scenes. For two long 
days at the end of June 2025, the crew captured 
all their shots and took the footage home to edit 
for festival consideration. 

Since last summer, the project has garnered 
incredible reception. At the New Bedford Film 
Festival, Liz Bishop (Hepzibah Pyncheon) won 
Best Supporting Actress, and the award for Best 
Wardrobe went to Jeanne Keenan (The Costume 
Company) and Bri Bagley (Costume Designer, 
Hair, and Makeup). In August, the episode made 
its New York City premiere at the Chain Film 
Festival, winning Best Web Series. 

The team hopes to leverage the series’ festival 
success to connect with the financiers and 
distributors necessary to complete the series and 
find a home for it through streaming or a 
theatrical release. Episode 2 wrapped filming in 
July, and the crew continues to blow me away 
with their dedication to Hawthorne as an artist 
and their care for the museum.

This Member Appreciation Week, we are 
excited to invite the cast and crew of The House 
of the Seven Gables for an exclusive screening of 
episode 1 and a Q&A! Official date and time to be 
announced. 7Gables.org/events

A tracking shot of Phillip, 
played by Mike Pratt, and 
Holgrave, played by JD 
Robinson, set up outside of 
the Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Birthplace. 
Photo by Elias Stevens

Official 
series 
poster 

designed 
by 

Czarina 
Hart
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2025 in Review

VISITOR SERVICES
While we continued many of our partnerships in 2025, 

the year also saw growth in the types of programming 
offered. In the summer, a free reading and craft hour titled 
“Chronicles and Crafts in the Cove” was introduced. Each 
month, a story is read, followed by a related crafting activity. 
We also secured grant funding to run an educator cohort in 
which we welcomed local teachers, introduced them to the 
history and resources, and solicited field trip programs from 
each participant. Three potential field trips were developed 
and are being tested in 2026. 

Lastly, we introduced two new tours in 2025! “Shadows 
of the Seven Gables” is a semi-theatrical tour of the house 
in which excerpts from the novel are read in relevant spaces 
coupled with historical context for the novel’s development. 
“Christmas at The Gables” is a history of Christmas in 
New England from the colonial era through the early 20th-
century.

SETTLEMENT
The Gables’ Immigration and Education Center at Shetland Park was a busy place throughout 2025. During our first 

full year at our new site, we expanded our programming in several ways. Two ESL classes and one new Citizenship 
class were added to address the growing demand for these services from our local immigrant community. We also 
offered a variety of other programming based on the needs of our students and community partners. Working with The 
Community Project, we provided training for 12 individuals to become Early Childhood Educators, and with a First Literacy 
Grant, 14 people participated in an intensive job-readiness training program. We also provided Spanish classes for Salem 
Pantry volunteers, Spanish Conversation classes taught by our students, and French classes. The Center has also been a 
place for many celebrations. We have been fortunate to share graduations, naturalizations, births, and birthdays as our 
community joins together.

PRESERVATION & MAINTENANCE and DEVELOPMENT

In 2025, the Preservation & Maintenance and Development teams worked closely to successfully secure several key grants. 
These grants will allow us to move forward with work that has been planned over the last few years. Two federal grants 
were applied for in 2025; one from Save America’s Treasures, through Senators Elizabeth Warren and Ed Markey, that will go 
toward construction of climate stormwater management systems; the other from the NEH for planning a new collections 
storage space. We also received an additional grant from the MA Office of Coastal Zone Management to plan and permit the 
relocation of the Counting House away from the water’s edge and seawall and install floodproofing measures on the Hooper-
Hathaway House. In total, we received over $684,000 in grants towards key preservation projects at The Gables.
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Thank You 2025 Donors
for helping preserve our historic campus & providing educational opportunities to newly arrived immigrants.

$25,000+
Cummings Foundation
Massachusetts Office of 
   Travel and Tourism
The Nancy Foss Heath 
   and Richard B. Heath  
   Educational, Cultural and  
   Environmental Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
City of Salem
Felicia Fund
Landworks Studio
Patricia Fae & Galen I. Ho 
   Family Foundation
Richard and Diane Pabich
Stephen and Darcy  
   Immerman

$5,000 – $9,999
Anne C. and David J.  
   Bromer Fund
Creative Catering
Essex National Heritage 
   Area
Joan and Peter Johnson
Methuen Festival of Trees Inc.
Robert and Stella Mae  
   Seamans

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous (3) 
The Moses and Minna G.  
   Alpers 1990 Charitable 
   Trust
Jackie and Tod Besse
Nina Cohen and Craig 
   Barrows
Kathleen Criscitiello and 
   Juan Andrade-Vera
Andrew and Elizabeth Feltus
First Literacy, Inc.
Sarah Gold
Galen Ho
Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson
Alison and Craig McCarthy
Kara McLaughlin and  
   John Keenan
Nicole McLaughlin and 
   Benjamin Waxman
Sharon and Andrew Meyers 
José Nieto and Lisa Delissio
Dakota and Greta Russell
John and Sarah Seamans
Harold T. N. Smith  
   Memorial Foundation
Paul and Cynthia Soucy
Kurt and Sarah Steinberg

Kenneth Turino and 
   Christopher Mathias
Patricia Zaido

$500 – $999
Anonymous
Trenton Carls and 
   Petra Slinkard
Kira Fabrizio
William and Marlene 
   Goldberg
Cole Goos
Jay Levy and Karen Rivers
Amanda Lowder and  
   Kyle Watson
Benjamin Mihalek
Cynthia McGurren
Dudley Miller
Elizabeth McKeigue
Jeff Musman and Lynne 
   Spencer
Scott Nowka
Vincent and Paula Occhino
Peter Pitman
James Rose
Campbell and Dale Seamans
Beth Slaski
Meagan Smith and  
   Timothy King
Christine Vaccaro
The Christopher and Kate 
   Walters Charitable Trust
Laura Zaragoza

$250 – $499
Susan Baker
Tina Bellina
Shanda and David Brown
Stephanie Campbell
Mike Cothern
Eileen deChantal
Veronica Dias
Griffin and Taylor Dunn
Ann Edwards
Russell Findley
Paul and Stephanie Forte
Heather and Ellen Giblin
Annie Harris and  
   Andrew Lippman
Hope and Randy Hitchcock
Ashley Judge
Katie Kochan and  
   Lauren Barber
Sarah Kostecki and 
   Nathan Westcott
Warren Leon and Cynthia 
   Robinson
Justin Mattera

Michael and Heather Mayer
Irving Ingraham and  
   Darleen Melis
Daniel Michalowski
Biff Michaud and  
   Helena Walter
Kristin Molloy
Maggie and Colin Mulligan
Shauna Murray
Marie Polcari
Alexandra and Thomas  
   Piñeros Shields
Helen and Steven Phifer
Plimpton Shattuck Fund
Richard and Elizabeth Scott
Michael Selbst and  
   Bradley Williams
Galyna Shlapak and 
   Yaromyr Plashenko
Shelley Sizemore
Natassia Steggell
David and Susan Willis
Jane Woolway

$100 – $249
Katelyn Adams
David and Melissa Alkire
Joseph and Paula Axelrod
Gray Beeman
Ashton Brady and Michael 
   Fedorouk
Marie A. Brescia
Jessie Brettin
Madison Brossoit
Christey Campau
Bruce Campbell
Alyssa Carro
Natalie Castelan
Jason and Kerri Consalvo
Natasha Cormier
Alaina Cox
Jennifer Coxon
Michael and Candie  
   Crawford
Jesse Cu
Julie Curtis
Amanda D’Auria
Mary Ellen Delaney
Alicia Diozzi
Kristina Dragani
Tish Dragonette
Nicole Dunkel
Kurt Egly
Deborah Emmert
Allie Eubanks
Maribeth and Philip Eugene
Rachael Evans
Laura Farwell Blake

Rycharde Faust
Pamela Feltus
William Finch and 
   Carol Rose
Dara and Jeffrey Frankel
Logan Frazier
Marion and Stanley  
   Freedman-Gurspan
Patricia and Raymond 
   Freeman-Lynde
Anonymous Friend
Hilary Frisbie
Carlos Garcia
Shannon Giddens
Amber Gillespie
Michael Gregory
Cheryl and Alexei Grishin
Cyndy Gruber
Dominique and Linda  
   Gulotta
Holly Halliday
Hannah Hardy
Jennifer Harrison-Penrose
Frances and Brian Healey
Hannah Beth Hembree and  
   Philip Romano
William Henning and 
   Thomas MacDonald
Chris Hilgers
Michelle Hoey
John and Margaret Howard
George Irving and  
   Peter Scala
Marc Jolley
Douglas and Jean Karam
Rod Kessler and Maile Black
Lynne Koloski
Hillary Lacirignola
Crystal Lackey
Jennifer and Kevin Lebzelter
Pamela Lombardini
Kelley Lorenzen
Nancy and Holger Luther
Rob and Rachel Lutts
Gina Maniscalco
Manning Family  
   Charitable Fund
Megan Markland-Hassinger
Angela Markle
Patricia Mathews
Leslie McCormack
Jeanne McKnight
Alison McNamara
Karen Monsen
Mary Lou Monteiro
Jennifer Morris
Christopher Nannery
Simon Norsworthy

Ana Nuncio and 
   Timothy Kenslea
Timothy Obert and 
   Matthew Obey
Lisa Orlando
Jennifer Owens
Dominick and Kristin 
   Pangallo
R. DiLisio Co. Inc.
Kallista and Lacy Reynolds
Aaron and Bree Rowe
Daniel and Wendy Rowland
Svitlana Rozghon and  
   Jorge Hernandez
Candace Ryan
Andrew Saks
Michael and Barbara 
   Schaefer
Preston Schulze
David and Mary Sciuto
Erica Seely
Diann Slavit Baylis and  
   Angus McQuilken
Virginia Smith
Josephine and Stanley Smith
Robert Solomon and  
   Elisa Castillo
Mary Spratlin
Ana and Jeffrey Swartz
Jane and Scott Taylor
Margaret Tiberio
William and Hester Tinti
Ann Tucker
Paul Viccica and Helen Sides
Sarah Walton and  
   Elle Hadwen
Hanson and Gloria Webster
Donna Wholley
Justin Willette
Burton Wright
Regina Zaragoza Frey and  
   Brian Frey
Charles Zwiercan

$50 – $99
Anonymous 
Barbara Champine
Christine Crawford- 
   Oppenheimer
Norene Gachignard
Micah and Ty Hapworth 
Carey Lengieza
Jacqlyn Losano
Devin Monsini 
Sandi Potter
Sarah Stella

List continues on  
following page
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2025 Donors Continued
Sponsors
Coffee Time Bake Shop, Inc.
Demoulas Foundation
Eastern Bank
The Event Company
Group 1 Automotive
Institution for Savings
Jay Levy and Karen Rivers
National Grid
Patricia Fae & Galen I. Ho  
   Family Foundation
Peabody Essex Museum
Prime Group Shetland Park
Rockland Trust
Rotary Club of Salem MA
Salem Five
Salem State University
Salem Witch Museum
Soucy Insurance Agency, Inc
Tinti & Navins , PC
Tri-City Sales, Inc.
TruNorth Bank
Union
Whitmore Brothers

Matching Gifts
Amundi 
Arbella Insurance
Breckinridge Capital 
Advisors
Carrier Global Corporation
Gorton’s Seafood
IRA Toyota Danvers
Victory Capital 
Weston & Sampson

Sips by the Sea Silent 
Auction Donors
Adriatic Restaurant & Bar
Annie’s Asian Mart
Beverly Flight Center
Body & Soul Massage
Branch to Root Wellness  
   Center
Brush It Off Art & Pottery
The Cabot
Cape Ann Cruises
The Cheese Shop of Salem
Diehl Marcus & Company

District Trading Company
Dogtown Books
Essex River Cruises &  
   Charters
Far From The Tree Cider
Firehouse Center  
   for the Arts
Gametime Lanes & 
   Entertainment
HausWitch Home & 
   Healing
Henry’s Fine Foods
International Tennis 
   Hall of Fame
Isabella Stewart Gardner 
   Museum
Jenni Stuart Fine Jewelry
Jolie Tea Company
Koto Asian Fusion
Mei Mei Dumplings
Michael and Heather Mayer
Morgan Mooskian
Nantucket Historical  
   Association

Newport Classic Cruises
Newport Playhouse &  
   Cabaret Restaurant
Nightshade Noodle Bar
North Shore Adventures 
   and Outdoor Center
North Shore Glass School
North Shore Music Theatre
Notch Brewing
Paige Besse
Salem Witch Museum
Salem’s Retreat
Schooner Adventure
Shubie’s Marketplace
The Steamship Authority
TreeTop Adventures
Turner’s Seafood
Wild Sea Wellness
Witch City Wicks

Tribute Gifts
In honor of Kate Criscitiello
Nancy P. Criscitiello

In honor of Elizabeth 
   McKeigue
Katelyn Adams

In honor of Kaylee 
   Redard-Cryan
Karen J. Monsen

In honor of the students on 
   their path to US citizenship
Sandi Potter

In honor of the leadership of 
   Ken Turino
Daniel Rowland
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REVENUE 2025 2024 % INCREASE

Admissions $1,826,239 $1,928,075 -5%

Net Museum Store Sales $405,748 $454,825 -11%

Development $479,022 $665,498 -25%

Facility Rentals & Other Income $112,364 $133,432 -16%

Education $23,067 $12,125 90%

Total $2,846,440 $3,193,955 -10%

Investment Income $394,856 $356,469 11%

EXPENSES 2025 2024 % INCREASE

Program Services $2,280,965 $2,202,753 4%

General & Administrative $428,017 $415,393 3%

Development $332,729 $338,120 -2%

Total $3,041,711 $2,956,266 3%

Investment Portfolio Market Value $3,261,728 $2,829,778 15%

2025 Annual Report
January 1 – December 31, 2025

2025 Expenses

Program Services Development DevelopmentAdmissions Net Museum 
Store Sales

Facility Rentals & 
Other Income

EducationGeneral & 
Administrative

2025 Revenue

10.9%

14.1%

75%

64.1%14.2%

16.8%

3.9%
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About the image on the cover: Holgrave’s photo booth at Hawthorne’s Halloween Bash, 2025. Photo by Aidan Cheetah.
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Views From The Gables

Membership cards are now digital!  
If you did not receive yours yet, please 
contact Development Assistant Cassie 
Johnson at cjohnson@7gables.org


