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Definition of programming
Visitors are invited to explore Life and Labor Over Four Centuries at The House of the Seven Gables in 2017. The annual 
exhibit will focus on the work roles of inhabitants of The Gables since 1668 including those of servants, enslaved people, and 
settlement workers.

Why life and labor?
The staff at The House of the Seven Gables carefully plans programming to both educate visitors from around the world and to 
take opportunities to continue to upgrade the tour experience and add to the base of historic knowledge at the National Historic 
Landmark District Museum Campus. As the famed mansion approaches its 350th anniversary in 2018, the staff noted that more 
knowledge was needed about WHO worked at The Gables and HOW they worked over four centuries. Over the past year, the 
staff and exhibit committee has been able to secure research that will be especially helpful in sharing a better narrative related to 
unfree labor—especially related to indentured servants and enslaved people. 

Besides the year of exhibition planning, new knowledge will be added to the tour experience. 

Exhibit Details
Life and Labor Over Four Centuries consists of 10 information panels, a kiosk featuring music to complement each of the panels, 
and rarely viewed objects from the collection at The House of the Seven Gables. All of these facets will help to tell the history of 
four centuries of work at our historic site and how that work is comparable to what was happening around the country at various 
periods.

The information panels are translated into Spanish and French so that more of our visitors can experience the exhibit.

The exhibit will be open during regular business hours and free to the general public. The exhibit will be located at The House of 
the Seven Gables Visitor Center at 115 Derby Street. 

Additional Programs
To enhance the learning experience of Life and Labor Over Four Centuries at The House of the Seven Gables, complimentary 
programming has been planned to reach out to a wide variety of audiences.

• Seven Lectures at Seven Gables: Seven lectures are planned between March – November 2017 that will 
present additional, contextual information regarding four centuries of work. These lectures a $7.00 and free for members.

• Community Conversations: The Community Conversation programs started in 2015 as a way to engage the 
community in dialogue around immigration and immigration reform. Three conversations from May – September will review issues 
related to immigrants in the American workforce in different periods of history.

• I am Joan Sullivan: A Theatrical Experience: Local playwright Keith Trickett has combined historical 
research and dramatic flair to create this experience. This 35 minute play will take place in a tavern setting and will share the trials 
and tribulations of one of the Irish Catholic indentured servants. Advance tickets start at $10.00.

• Life and Labor Weekends: Life and Labor Weekends will take place on first weekends, May – September and will 
offer demonstrations of work through the centuries, a special labor-focused tour of The Gables, and hands-on history programs 
with new experiences in the Living History Lab. All events will be included with general admission.
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Funding
Support for this year’s programming has come from Mass Humanities, the Salem Cultural Council, and 6 local businesses. 

Staff Contact List
General media inquiries: 
Julie Arrison-Bishop, Special Projects Manager 
978-744-0991 x152 
jarrison@7Gables.org

Other staff contacts:
David Moffat, Lead Interpreter and Researcher
978-744-0991 
davidmoffat603@gmail.com

Ryan Conary, Marketing Coordinator and Exhibit Designer
978-744-0991 x104 
rconary@7Gables.org

Kara McLaughlin, Executive Director
978-744-0991 x199 
kmclaughlin@7Gables.org

Other committee and staff information is available upon request.

Additional Information
Contact information:
The House of the Seven Gables 
115 Derby Street
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
978-744-0991
www.7gables.org

Mission Statement: To preserve our National Historic Landmark District and leverage its power as an icon of American culture to 
engage diverse audiences and provide educational opportunities for our local immigrant community.

Vision Statement: To be a sustainable historical, architectural and literary site dedicated to continuing the philanthropic “Settlement” 
tradition of educating our immigrant population.
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