Common Core -- Speaking and Listening

The Special Role of Speaking and Listening in K-6 Literacy
Because listening comprehension likely outpaces reading comprehension until the
middle school years, our narrated and guided field trip experiences contribute greatly
to helping students build their knowledge in the areas set forth in the Common Core
State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies.

FIELD TRIPS & SCHOOL PROGRAMS

In the important category of Knowledge Demands, Gables programming
offers support in these areas:
• Life experiences (as described in literary texts)
• Cultural/Literary Knowledge (mainly found in literary texts)
• Content/Discipline Knowledge (mainly found in informational texts)
In addition,The Gables’ educational/field trip programs address the
following language skills:
Speaking and Listening Standards Grades 3 – 6: Comprehension and
Collaboration
• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on
grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on other’s ideas and expressing their
own clearly.
• Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively
and orally.
• Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate
elaboration and detail.
Speaking and Listening Standards Grades 3 – 6: Presentation of
Knowledge and Ideas
• Report on a topic or text or recount an experience with appropriate facts and
relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
• Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to
enhance the development of main ideas or themes.
• Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas)
and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).
For a complete list of the standards supported by our programs, visit www.7gables.org.

Our Mission: To preserve our National Historic Landmark as an
icon of American culture and to leverage its power to engage diverse
communities and provide educational opportunities for our local
immigrant population.

The House of the Seven Gables
115 Derby Street
Salem, Massachusetts 01970
www.7gables.org

FOR RESERVATIONS
978-744-0991 ext. 104
groups@7gables.org

OUR EDUCATION PROGRAMS

CURRICULUM STANDARDS

FROM NAUMKEAG SETTLERS TO SALEM SHIPPERS

Our School Programs Meet Curriculum Standards!

Grades 2-5		

For a complete list of the standards supported by our programs, visit
www.7gables.org.

Length: 90 minutes

Discover what daily life was like for three young Massachusetts Bay colonists in the
17th Century: Jehoden Palfrey, the young daughter of an early Naumkeag (Salem) settler; John Turner II, whose father built The House of the Seven Gables in 1668;
and Joan Sullivan, an Irish indentured servant. Explore first hand the preparation of
a “samp” breakfast, card raw wool, finger spin yarn, and enjoy Colonial games in
authentic surroundings! Includes a customized tour of The House of the Seven Gables.

WORLDWIDE TRADING GAME
Grades 5-8		

Length: 90 minutes

“Sail” along Triangle Trade routes and relive the experience of fluctuating markets
and danger on the high seas! Students engage in a group role-playing game to understand the economic impact colonial trade had on New England, Great Britain, and the
Caribbean. This activity prepares students to understand how commerce triggered
a momentous movement of goods, people, and ideas in the Atlantic world. Includes a
customized tour of The House of the Seven Gables

NAVIGATING WITH BOWDITCH
Grades 5-8		

Length: 90 minutes

Salem native, Nathaniel Bowditch, was America’s first mathematical geographer and
was born near The House of the Seven Gables in 1773. His mastery of math helped
sailors navigate safely from port to port; his American Practical Navigator is used
aboard US Navy and Coast Guard ships to this day! In the tradition of Bowditch,
students work in teams and use math, observational skills, and historical information
to navigate their way through this outdoor adventure.

COST FOR ALL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS:
$8 per student; $9.50 per adult
One adult chaperone for every ten students admitted free.

Our programs meet standards:
• Massachusetts Curriculum Framework in History and
Social Studies
• Common Core Standards for English Language Arts and
Literacy in History, Social Studies and Mathematics
Topics covered by our educational programming:
• The daily life, education, and work of the Puritans in the Massachusetts
Bay Colony
• Salem’s local geographic features and landmarks, and the different
groups of people who have settled in the community since its founding
• Learning about Nathaniel Bowditch, and reflecting on his contributions
in the fields of science and technology
• Historic buildings, monuments, or sites in the area and their purpose
and significance
• The causes of the establishment of slavery in North America, slave life in
New England
• The diverse nature of the American people; identifying the distinctive
contributions to American culture of several indigenous people,
including the Naumkeag people of Essex county, African Americans,
major European immigrant groups, and major Spanish-speaking and
Asian immigrant groups who have come to the United States.
• Identifying major immigrant groups that live in Massachusetts and where
they now live in large numbers

